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emergency which might arise. He named a person
in whom he had full confidence to maintain through
him the contacts which he considered indispensable,
from his post in the Canary Islands.
" During those same days, and only a short
time before Jose Antonio Primo de Rivera was
imprisoned, he talked with him in the house of an
intimate and devoted friend of the general. Primo
de Rivera explained to him the position of the
* Falange Espanola/ giving him information concern-
ing the strength which it had at its command in
Madrid and in the provinces for a given moment.
The general advised him to keep in touch with
Lieutenant-Colonel Yagiie, whom Primo de Rivera
knew by virtue of having had an interview %?ith him
on a previous occasion in that same house. General
Franco held other discussions with personages of
pronounced influence in political circles/'
And so, from Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Franco was
able to watch the march of events both on the open
stage and behind the scenes. Not that he was
unhampered even when his wings had been clipped
by his banishment. He was carefully watched, and
many of his communications with Madrid were
intercepted. The islands themselves mirrored the
politics of the Peninsula, with extremists no less
violent* Rumours had reached the Canaries of what
Franco stood for, and why he had been sent there.
He was not popular- Attempts are said to have
been made on Ms life. But the one thing that had